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This dataset serves as an update to the 2014’s Who Leads Us? study, looking at the demographics of elected officials in America. Again looking at the race and gender of over 40,000 elected officials, we find that there has been little overall change from 2014’s pre-election demographic numbers. Elected officials overall remain 90% white, are 72% male, and continue to be composed of 65% white men. Trends at all levels of office bear out this relative consistency, which continues to be found in states across the country.

Overall Numbers

This update identified a cohort of 40,994 elected officials across all states, from the federal down to the county level. The demographics overall are as follows:

	Overall
	Female
	Male
	Total

	Non-White
	3.3%
	6.7%
	10.0%

	White
	25.1%
	64.9%
	90.0%

	Total
	28.5%
	71.5%
	100.0%


 
In addition to being similar at the national level, the numbers broken-down by office level maintain their trends. People of were better represented in state & federal legislatures than in state and county office, while the higher the office level, the fewer women that hold office.


	Federal
	Female
	Male
	Total

	Non-White
	6.3%
	11.0%
	17.4%

	White
	13.1%
	69.6%
	82.6%

	Total
	19.4%
	80.6%
	100.0%




	State
	Female
	Male
	Total

	Non-White
	3.3%
	5.8%
	9.2%

	White
	20.6%
	70.2%
	90.8%

	Total
	24.0%
	76.0%
	100.0%



	State Leg
	Female
	Male
	Total

	Non-White
	5.3%
	9.8%
	15.2%

	White
	19.9%
	65.0%
	84.8%

	Total
	25.2%
	74.8%
	100.0%




	Local
	Female
	Male
	Total

	Non-White
	2.9%
	6.0%
	8.8%

	White
	26.5%
	64.7%
	91.2%

	Total
	29.3%
	70.7%
	100.0%



National Representation Index

In addition to an update of raw numbers, this new data release contains an update to the National Representation Index (NRI), which provides a more nuanced understanding of how representation in government works by taking into account the demographics of the geographic area elected officials represent. The NRI compares the amount of power a demographic group has compared to what would be expected if that power was distributed representatively.

The new national NRI numbers remain relatively consistent, with men having 2.8 times the representation that would be expected, and white people having 3.5 times more representation compared to people of color. The number for women is almost identical to the previous measurement, while the representation for people of color declined slightly from 2014’s pre-election numbers. White men, compared to the rest of the population, hold 3.9 times the political power that would be expected, up slightly from 3.8 in the previous data.

Interestingly, the representation of women of color when compared to that of white men slightly improved, with white men holding a still-odious 7.9 times more power than women of color (compared to 8.4 in the previous data). This is balanced by a decrease in comparative representation for men of color, who are out-represented by white men by 3.9 times (3.6 in previous data).

